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NEXHMIJE HOXHA 

(8 February 1921 – 26 February 2020) 

Nexhmije Hoxha (née Xhuglini) the great Communist leader of Albania, an 

underground communist and partisan when the country was under the 

occupation of the Italian fascists and Nazi Germany, a leading statesperson of 

Socialist Albania and a prominent Marxist-Leninist theoretician, died on 26th 

February 2020, a few days after she turned 99 years of age. 

The Editorial Board of Revolutionary Democracy salutes the memory of 

Nexhmije Hoxha, the most prominent woman in the history of Albania and a 

leading communist of the world. 

Born in 1921 Nexhmije Xhuglini became a member of the Shkodra 

Communist Group at the age of 19 and a year later in November 1941 she 

became a founding member of the Communist Party of Albania in November 

1941. During the Italian fascist rule of Albania she was a participant in the 

youth demonstrations against the occupation. She was put on trial for this 

activity and sentenced to thirteen years of imprisonment, but escaped to join 

the underground. She was a founding member of the Anti-Fascist National 

Liberation Front in 1942 which became known as the Peza Conference. 

Nationalists alongside the Communists participated in this conference which 

had the objective of armed struggle against the Italian fascist occupation. 

Nexhmije Xhuglini participated as a Central Committee member of the 

Albanian Communist Youth. She was elected as a delegate by the Tirana Party 

Active for the First National Conference of the Communist Party of Albania 

which took place in Labinot in March 1943, which was effectively the First 

Congress of the Communist Party. Later in the year in September in Labinot 

the Second National Liberation Conference took place which  approved the 

establishment of the General Headquarter of the National Liberation Army, the 

creation of big partisan units, the extension of  the activity of the National 

Liberation Councils of the Front, the upgrading of their role to the nuclei of the 

new popular government. 

The armed liberation of Tirana took place in November 1944. Shortly after that 

she was married to Enver Hoxha on New Year’s Eve in what in her Memoirs 

she was to describe as a ‘partisan wedding’. 
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After the liberation of Albania and the establishment of people’s democracy, 

Nexhmije Hoxha undertook a number of responsibilities. She was Director at 

the Ministry of Culture, Director of Propaganda, Education and Culture at the 

apparatus of the Party Central Committee, Chairperson of the League of 

Communist Women, member of the Secretariat of the Central Committee of 

the Party of Albania, an elected member of the National Assembly, 

Chairperson of the National Front, and Director of the Institute of Marxist-

Leninist Studies at the Central Committee of the Party of Labour of Albania. 

She authored a number of theoretical works of the Party of Labour of Albania. 

One work, ‘Some Fundamental Questions of the Revolutionary Policy of the 

Party of Labour of Albania about the Development of the Class Struggle’ 

(1977) was internationally influential. It was written in the context of the years 

of struggle against the restoration of capitalism in the Soviet Union, the fight 

against opportunism within the Party of Labour of Albania and the beginnings 

of the combat against the ‘theory of three worlds’ advocated by the Communist 

Party of China.  

The importance of this was to summarise and develop the Marxist-Leninist 

understanding of the class struggle under the dictatorship of the proletariat and 

socialism and revealing the links and collaboration of the internal and external 

enemies of socialism. This work is valuable in the contemporary conditions 

and contrasts with the faux understanding on these questions put forward in 

many countries with the new turn after 1953 to the effect that the class struggle 

diminishes under socialism or that ‘two-line struggles’ exist in the people’s 

democracies. The sharpness of the understanding on questions of class struggle 

arose as Albania was the sole people’s democracy which was historically able 

to construct a socialist society. 

The end of the Soviet Union and the states of central and east Europe, the 

further strengthening of commodity-money relations in People’s China, the 

break-up of the Yugoslav Federation by NATO, the fall of Albania, the sole 

socialist state, and the armed socialist uprising of 1997 in opposition to the 

restoration of capitalism in the country, created complex conditions for the 

communists.   

Nexhmije Hoxha was arrested and imprisoned on false charges for a long 

period as she stood firm in defending the socialist heritage. In 1997 she was 
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released from 5 years of imprisonment which had been absurdly imposed by 

President Sali Berisha and his Party, the so called Democratic Party, that came 

in power by overthrowing and destroying with an unprecedented hatred 

everything which was built during the socialist system under the leadership of 

the Party of the Labour of Albania and Enver Hoxha. After her release from 

jail, in interviews, speeches, articles and her book ‘My Life with Enver Hoxha’ 

she kept aloft the banner of socialism.  

Nexhmije Hoxha keenly followed our journal. Important articles from it were 

translated for her by her children. In a message to Revolutionary Democracy in 

2015 on the occasion of the 20
th
 anniversary of the first issue she mentioned 

that: ‘Reading your magazine in the suffocating atmosphere of the years 1990-

1997, was like a fresh breeze and a hopeful light not only for us Albanian 

communists, but for all revolutionaries throughout the world.’ Nexhmije 

Hoxha commended the coverage of the work of Lenin and Stalin and their war 

with the internal and external enemies of socialism, the retrogressive 

developments around the world as a result of the Khrushchevite modern 

revisionist betrayal and the examination of the current developments around 

the world and the current crisis of capitalism. A representative of the Editorial 

Board of the journal was invited to the home of the family on the birth 

centenary of Enver Hoxha. 

Nexhmije Hoxha has passed on, yet her role in Albania, the Balkans and the 

history of the international communist movement is carved in stone. She has 

joined the ranks of the immortals in the history of the working class 

movement. 

Revolutionary Democracy sends its condolences, at this time of grief and 

sorrow, to Ilir and Pranvere, the son and daughter of Enver and Nexhmije 

Hoxha, and to the Albanian communist movement.  

Revolutionary Democracy dips the Red Flag in honour of Nexhmije Hoxha! 

A Red Salute to Nexhmije Hoxha! 

Revolutionary Democracy, 

India. 

26
th
 March 2020. 


